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HAPPY NEW YEAR 2020 

A 
fter a year of celebration anchored to our 125th Anniversary, it’s time to rise. And I 

do mean rise. Not to rest on our laurels.  

In these times of darkness and great need, I believe that through service and self-

lessness, we are called move to an-

other level.  

Rise to a new level of service.  

Rise to a new altitude of worship.  

Rise to a new echelon of dedication.  

1 “Arise, shine; for your light has 

come, And the glory of the Lord has 

risen upon you. 
2 “For behold, darkness will cover 

the earth And deep darkness the 

peoples; 

But the Lord will rise upon you And 

His glory will appear upon you. 
3 “Nations will come to your light, 

And kings to the brightness of your 

rising. 

Isaiah 60:1-3 NASB 

As we examine the current condition of our church, we must admit that we appear to be 

challenged on every side. Our society refuses to admit its moral failings. As our planet and 

nation appear to be headed toward disaster and while we as a people, seem paralyzed by 

fear — stalled between the already and the not yet — we must rise.  

We cannot settle for the adherence to the organizational demands established by worldly 

associations above the organismal discipline of the body of Christ.  

The Sunday feeding ministry expands into the Agape Out-
reach each fifth Sunday as the Women’s Missionary Socie-
ty’s distributes self-care items, clothing and shoes.  



 

Servant’s Corner / From Front Page 
Moving on Up 
Historic Bethel and our AMEC family are called and 

commissioned by GOD Almighty to be a light, to 

serve by sharing the Gospel. Simply put, this Gospel 

is the good news anchored in Christ for the uplifting 

of the brokenhearted, the burdened, the sick, the 

lost, the last, the least, the weary and the weak. In 

this age marked with hatred, selfishness, violence 

and unbridled ambition, we so need JESUS.  

Thus, failure of our church to repent, to turn from a 

path of destruction and to be about the business of 

living out the Gospel of Jesus Christ is evident by a 

number of trends, including but not limited to: 

• The Falling-Off of the Faithful: The vast majority 

of our congregations struggle with maintaining a 

supportive number of followers/members within 

the church to offer meaningful ministry in our 

communities within a 3-mile radius of the 

church campus. 

• Foundational Facility Fatigue: The age of our 

physical church properties is a liability, and we 

lack the foundational maintenance to develop 

innovative new structures. The current impact of 

global warming cycle sends hurricanes our way 

— the Panhandle is still rebounding from Mi-

chael as the Bahamas sustained fresh destruc-

tion from Dorian. 

• Spiritual Tech-No-Phobia: Too many of our 

churches struggle with antiquated infrastructure 

and no digital footprint or systems in place to 

meet the current needs. 

• Silence of the Lion: When it comes to the weight-

ier matters of the day: justice, jobs, living wage, 

equity, evictions, fees, fines and behavioral 

health, our pulpits are silent. 

• Reduced to Irrelevance: Maybe we have become 

so heavenly minded that we are no earthly good. 

Our inclusivity and attraction to youth and 

young adults is in a free fall. 

•     Ignorance is not Blessed: The achievement and 

opportunity gaps must be met with intentionality and 

creative resolve to engage, inspire and  educate our 

children. 

 

HisBethel has the duty and responsibility to lead the 

necessary resistance during this time of epic hatred 

and racist bigotry. We must speak truth to power as it 

is our divine imperative and obligation as the “Church 

of Allen” to be “the voice crying out in the wilderness, 

‘prepare ye the way of the Lord.’ ” Indeed, we have to 

preach as Jesus did and proclaim that “the kingdom of 

God has come near to you.” Our church has to be the 

living testimony as life-saving stations.  

1. Be the Change, We Wish to SEE: Recognizing that 

Sunday is still the most segregated day of the week, 

we devote ourselves to greater generational and 

cultural inclusivity beginning with the understand-

ing that our message of the Gospel is the same, 

while our methods of worship and sharing the good 

news has room to expand beyond our tradition. 

2. Leverage the Strength In Numbers: Ecumenically, 

we will stretch beyond our comfort zone, building 

bridges, not walls — partnering with like-minded 

individuals and organizations to achieve common 

goals of justice and equity. Seek to impact public 

policy and shape communities. 

3. Embrace Technology: Look for opportunities to 

lead by example by putting technology to use in 

worship experiences, media messaging, learning 

centers, church administration and overall stew-

ardship of resources and the environment. 

4. Preserve and Build: Our churches need mainte- 

       nance more than anything. We have to be better  

       trustees, committed to preserving the past, en- 

       suring and investing in a secure and safe future  

       for all of our disciples who enjoy the genius of the 

       Connection. 

   Keep Rising! 

 

Guest Preacher 
Rev. Manuel Sykes 

 Bethel Community Baptist Church  
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January Birthdays: Thank God That He Made You! 

Joshua Bryant, Sonja Felton (2nd); Bernard King (3rd); Sharron Webb 
(4th); Rev. Nevada Wardlaw (5th); Warren Morris (6th); Carrie Johnson 
(7th); Rachel Brown (8th); Cynthia McNair-Swain (9th); Tammy Webb-
Jarrett (14th); Phyllis McKinnon, Yolanda Russell (15th); LaDarrian 
Postell (18th); Sharlene Edwards (19th); Brandi Abernethy; George Bunch 
(22nd); Reuben Nesbitt (26th); Lonnie Bethune, Marion Church, Suzanne 
Felton (30th)   

With an increase in deadly assaults by extremists on 

synagogues, mosques and churches, it is prudent 

that houses of worship are prepared if such an event 

occurs. Historic Bethel recently took part in an ac-

tive assailant training session led by information spe-

cialist Chip Wells of the St. Petersburg Police De-

partment’s Community Awareness Division. These 

session aren’t meant to scare, but to prepare, and 

included discussion such as learning where exits are 

located and if they are indeed exits or doors to no 

where, “what if” scenarios, how to identify a 

“threat” and maintaining focus. Rev. Irby stressed 

that this is part of an ongoing training effort. 

Active Assailant Response Training Gives Needed Knowledge in Troubling Times 

Special Greetings 
to our First Lady, 
Sis. Karen Irby.  

January 3. 

Another Now Answers to ‘Rev. Wardlaw’  

Bethel Be Healthy Takes Info on the Road  

On Dec. 8, Bible Discovery Superintendent Nevada Wardlaw was or-

dained a local deacon at the West Coast Conference Day of Sharing. 

Now, she is Rev. Wardlaw. She is also Chaplain Wardlaw at Morton 

Plant Hospital where she is in the Clinical Pastoral Education Pro-

gram. “I enjoy ministering to people’s needs when they’re in compro-

mising positions. People are so receptive when I visit them. I’ve had 

the sprit of wanting to nurture since she was a child.” Here, she is 

helped with her robe by her husband, the Rev. Dr. Kevin Wardlaw.  

The Bethel Be Healthy ministry collaborated with the HIV/

AIDS Action Committee and the Women’s Missionary Society 

at the Winter Wonderland Resource Fair and the quarterly 

Feeding Tampa Bay food distribution on Dec. 10 at Tangerine 

Plaza. “We distributed educational material on HIV and AIDS, 

teen drug and alcohol prevention, and healthy lifestyles. The 

WMS also had clothing for those in need,” said ministry coor-

dinator Betty Smith. “Happy New Year from the Bethel Be 

Healthy ministry!” Other ministry members in attendance in-

cluded Monique Nelson, Karen Irby and Sam Hemingway, Jr. 

 
Check in as we update our website at www.HistoricBethelStPete.org            

https://baycare.org/hospitals/morton-plant-hospital/patients-and-visitors/pastoral-care/clinical-pastoral-education-program
https://baycare.org/hospitals/morton-plant-hospital/patients-and-visitors/pastoral-care/clinical-pastoral-education-program


 

Celebrating 

125 Years 
Senior Bishop Adam Jefferson Rich-

ardson, Jr., left, delivered the message 

as Historic Bethel brought to a close 

the year-long celebration. Below, an 

exhibit of church artifacts and dis-

plays draws  attention. Bottom left, 

Lady Mazaria Flowers ministers to the 

congregation in dance. Bottom right, 

Patricia Wright leads the choir as 

members sing praises unto the Lord. 



 

HOLIDAY HOP: Christian 
Couples Connect aka ‘C3’ held 
a Holiday Hop and invited all 
of Bethel to come “get on the 
good foot,” with music, a sing-
along and games. Participants 
were treated to “Grinch 
punch,” mini cupcakes and a 
delicious buffet. Several wore 
sweaters adorned with detailed 
memories of Christmases past.  

YOUTH  
DEPARTMENT 

CHIRSTMAS  
PROGRAM:  

The youth offered “A 
Christmas to Believe 

In” as both a dramatic 
presentation — featur-
ing songs and liturgical 

dance — and a ques-
tion. “Do you believe 
yet?” was the refrain 
throughout the pro-

duction as teens 
sought the answer to 
what Christmas is all 

really about.  



 

KWANZAA: Habari gani? (“What’s 
the news?”) The answer corre-
sponds to the seven daily principles 
of this celebration of African-
American culture. Disciples learned 
this and much more on the first 
night of Kwanzaa. Circles were 
formed as elders spoke. The even-
ing ended with a karamu of signa-
ture foods of the African diaspora. 

 
You will find photographs and video of these and the many activities  

that take place at Historic Bethel.  
Like us. Follow us. Join us. 



 

Match 
Game: ADD 3 

matchsticks to 
make the equation 
true. Negative 
numbers are not 
allowed and no 
number is greater 
than 9.  

All  puzzle answers appear on the back page JUST FOR FUN 

Sudoku: The rules are quite simple. Fill in 
the blanks so that each row, each column and 
each of the nine 3x3 grids contain one in-
stance of each of the numbers 1 through 9. 

Rebus: This is a saying/phrase made up of a display  
of words or pictures. Try to figure out the well-known saying, 
person, place or thing that each box represents. 

A Woman at the Post Office 
 
A woman went to the post office to buy stamps for her 
Christmas cards.  
 “What denomination? asked 
the clerk.  
 “Oh, my goodness! Have we 
come to this?” said the wom-
an.  
 “Well give me 50 Baptist and 
50 Catholic!”  



 

 

 
 

BETHEL A.M.E. CHURCH 
912 Third Ave. N 

St. Petersburg, Fl   33705 

(727) 822-2089 (Office) 

 

Mailing address  

P.O. Box 16423  

St. Petersburg, FL       33733-6423 

 

Email 

historicbethelstpete@gmail.com 

  

Prayer Line (6 to 6:20 a.m.) 

(605) 313-6236   

Access Code: 292841 # 

 

The Right Rev. Adam J. Richardson Jr. 

Bishop, 11th Episcopal District 

 

Mrs. Connie S. Richardson  

WMS Episcopal Supervisor 

 

Rev. Joyce J. Moore, Presiding Elder 

 

Rev. Kenneth F. Irby, Pastor 

 

Ministerial Staff  

Rev. Gwendolyn Williams 

Rev. Dr. Kevin Wardlaw 

Rev. Andrew Pink, Itinerant Deacon 

Rev. Nevada Wardlaw, Local Deacon 

Sis. Maria Scruggs, Exhorter 

Sis. Odessa Banks, Exhorter 

Dr. Delceda G. Walker, Exhorter 

 

Media 
The Beacon newsletter:  

Joyce Pink, editor 

HistoricBethelBeacon@gmail.com 

Facebook: Bethel AME St. Petersburg 

Website: HistoricBethelStpete.org 

Wi-Fi: BethelAME2020 

 

Bethel was built in 1894. Made initially 

of wood, it was altered several times 

and moved across the street so that the 

larger masonry church, known as the 

“Stone Church,” could be built in 1905.  

In 1922, construction began on the  

present brick building, which is based 

on Mother Bethel in Philadelphia. It 

was literally built right over the exist-

ing masonry church. Records show 

that only one Sunday service had to be 

suspended because of construction. 

Bethel was designated a local historic 

landmark in 1988. 

The cross in the choir loft is made 

from pieces of the original trusses res-

cued during a roof repair.  

In 2019, Historic Bethel celebrated its 

125th Anniversary. 

Answers to puzzles that appear on Page 7 

Rebus Sudoku 

Hayes Is a Publisher’s Dream 

Stamp collectors are called  philatelists. Book collectors are bibliophiles. 

And arctophiles love teddy bears. Yet, there is currently no word for 

someone who collects newspapers, or newspaper clippings, for that mat-

ter. If one existed, we’d use it as a description for Craig Hayes, Jr., better 

known as “CJ.” 

The dapper dresser has been collecting The Beacon since the first publi-

cation in 2007 and worship bulletins since about 2002. 

He said he likes being able to “go back to read them again later.” 

A baritone in the choir, he’s very particular about his collection. The bul-

letins and newsletters are kept in chronological order and Hayes can put 

his hands on any edition at any given time.   

Craig Hayes, Jr., shows some of the Beacons he has collected.  

Match 
Game: 

A1 Slightly overcast 
A2 Four seasons 
A3 Shortest distance  
       between two points 
 
B1 For once in my life 
B2 Split decision 
B3 Low self-esteem 
 
C1 Little House on the Prairie 
C2 See you in court 
C3 Lois Lane 
 
D1 When in Rome 
D2 Capital punishment 
D2 Cornerstone 


